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admitted, but only three Templars confessed to homosexual
practices and de Payraud was almost alone in admitting
idolatry. In most of the depositions, no reference is made
to the idol 3 where it is mentioned, the prisoners say that they
have never seen an idol at chapters of the Temple or even
heard of such an idol.
After closing the proceedings at Paris, William Imbert
started on a tour of the provinces in November, and con-
ducted examinations of the Templars at Melun, Bayeux, and
Troyes. He could not, however, undertake the questioning
of all the prisoners, and tribunals of Dominicans were set
up at Nimes, Pamiers, Beaucaire, Caen, Rouen, Cahors,
Carcassone, and Bigorre. The Grand Inquisitor issued a
comprehensive list of charges on which the Templars were
to be questioned, and repeated not only the accusations which
had already been put forward but added some fresh ones,
claiming that the great officers of the Order had admitted
them before himself.
In this indictment William Imbert claimed that the
Templars " at the time of their reception or soon afterwards
or when opportunity arose were required to deny Christ or
God or the Blessed Virgin or all the Saints of God ".
That recruits were taught by the Receivers that Christ was
not the true God, but a false prophet who had been
crucified for his own crimes and not for the salvation of
mankind.
That neither the Receivers nor those whom they received
believed that there was any salvation in Christ.
That new members were forced to spit on the cross or on
the sign of the cross and the image of Christ, " though
some spat only beside it ".
That the Receivers made recruits trample on the cross and
defiled the cross on Good Friday or some other day in
Holy Week.